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A fascinating variety of people have made their way to Japan from their countries of birth. We will ask them to tell us about their home towns. This month features Hunan, China.
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Mother's Home Town Guide:

Mr. Duan Yao-zhong

Mr. Duan was born in 1958 in Len
Shui Jian city, Hunan Province,
China. He worked as a Youth
Information Newspaper reporter for
a news agency in Beijing and then
came to Japan. At present, he is a
postgraduate student at Tokyo
Gakugei University.

Expansive Hunan;
Breath~taking Mountains
Translucent River

My home town is in Hunan
Province, where Mao Tse-tung was
born. When I was in junior high
school, I went twice, just for study
and sightseeing with my friends, to
see the house where he was born. It
was so big it almost looked like a
row of many houses; in front of the
house, there was a pond of clear
water and many fish, and it seemed
large enough to swim in. There was
a low mountain behind the house
which was green throughout the
year. It was striking because it
looked like two dragons with large
pearls in their mouths.

Hunan is located south of Lake
Dongting (Hu), so that the name
means "south of the lake." The
province is also referred to as
"Xiang," after its longest river the
Xiang (Jiang), which flows
throughout Hunan. On both banks
of the Xiang River, cotton roses can
be seen blooming everywhere, so
that the area is sometimes called "the
land of cotton roses."

But there are so many famous sights
in Hunan. Mt. Nanyue is one of
China's five best-known mountains.
In fact, a Chinese proverb says,
"Long life is comparable to Mt.
Manyue."
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JHother Land

Another is the "Xiang Embroidery,"
one of four famous Chinese
embroideries which were made
more than two thousand years ago,
still preserved in perfect condition.
There is also the "Tomb of Ma-
wang-dui-han," which has a history
of more than two thousand years and
is famous throughout the world.
However, more exciting still is
National Zhangjia Natural Forest
Park, which was designed to
preserve the area's magnificent
natural environment and was
discovered several years ago.
Magnificent Mt. Tai, steep Mt. Hua,
neatly arranged Gui Forest, and
rapidly changing Mt. Huang are all
in the park, and its wonderful
scenery continues to be highly
admired by Chinese painters.

A Special Feeling for
Water and Fish

The Zi River flows in front of my
When I recall my home

house.
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town, I always think of the river
first, and this fills me with a strong
feeling of nostalgia.

The Zi is connected to another
sightseeing spot, "Boyue Cave," a
very interesting and large limestone
cave with unusual formations. It is
said to have been formed about 300
million years ago. Ifind a visit here
more exciting than other famous
places such as Fu-yan in Gui Forest.
Having grown up near a river, I have
a special feeling for water and fish.
People in my home town breed
various fish in the paddy fields in
front of my house. When they want
to eat fish, they simply come to the
paddy fields to catch them. They are
all very delicious.

The Zi River also has a wealth of
fish. When the river's level rises,
men organize into several groups
and go out with fishing nets on their
shoulders that have been washed
with wild boar's blood. Women are
not permitted to touch the nets. This
is because it has been said from
ancient times that all the fish will
escape if a woman touches the net.
The raise and lower the nets in the
morning and evening. In this
season, several kilometers of the Zi
are filled with nets and fish. Itis a
really magnificent sight. Catching
fish with nets is the role of the adult
men. Children enjoy playing as they
catch fish.

Children's Laughing
Voices Fill the Night

When I was about ten years old, I
went to the river to catch fish at
night. We took torches made of the
branches of pine trees or bamboo. 1
tied a basket to my waist and entered
the river. I would step on a fish and
then catch it with my hand. I recall
that the sandy river bed and then the
slippery fish tickled my feet. When
someone caught one, everybody
gathered around and looked at the
fish under the torch light and tried to
guess what kind it was. Then, the
small fish were placed in a row on
the sand and returned to the river
while we stood, smiling and seeing
them off until they had swum far
away. I remember the river being
filled with children's laughter and
joyful voices.

At night in Tokyo, I sometimes
recall this exciting memory and
cannot sleep well.

The world has become very small.
We can now travel very easily from
Hunan to Beijing and from China to
Japan. I often think that our
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Mother Wand

generation is able to see the world
very easily. Anywhere you go, you
make a new home there. This is
man's nature.

Hunan Province
Hunan Province is located south of
the Changchiang River, which
flows throughout China. It has a
population of 54 million and
includes such tribes as the Han-zu,
Shi-gu, Miao-zu, Si-zu, Yao-zu,
Hui-zu, Uighur-zu and Zhuang-zu.
This district is famous as a
production center for rice and tea.
Hunan's history is long; archaeol-
ogically, man has been living in the
region since the Stone Age about
4,000 to 10,000 years ago.
Scenery in the province offers a
grand array of views including
characteristic mountains and
rivers. Particularly, Shao-shan has
the typical features of a farming
village in the southern portion of
the Changchiang River and is so
beautiful it looks like a painting.

To get to Hunan from Japan, one
must first fly to Beijing.

The flight takes 3.5 hours from
Tokyo, 2.5 hours from Osaka, and
a 1.5 hour domestic flight which
arrives to Chang sha city. One can
also go on a relaxed (16 hour) train
ride from Beijing to Chang sha city
and enjoy the beautiful scenery.
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